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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFORCFUS 

SUBJECT: MEETING WITH CONGOLESE DELEGATION ON 
NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS 

1 . US AND CONGOLESE DELEGATIONS MET THIS MORNING AT FRG 
FOREIGN MINISTRY AND AGREED TO ISSUE SIMULTANEOUSLY IN 
BRAZZAVILLE AND WASHINGTON JUNE 15 JOINT COMMUNIQUE 
ENDING SUSPENSION OF RELATIONS. 

2. IN DISCUSSIONS. WHICH LASTED ONE AND A HALF HOURS, 

AMBASSADOR SCHAUFELE INFORMED CONGOLESE THAT THERE NO 
PRECONDITIONS TO NEGOTIATIONS BUT RAISED FOLLOWING 
POINTS: (1) PROTECTION OF DIPLOMATS AND MUTUAL RESPECT 
OF VIENNA CONVENTION ON DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS; (2) 

COMPENSATION FOR US FIRMS NATIONALIZED BY CONGOLESE 
GOVERNMENT; AND (3) NON-INTERFERENCE IN EACH OTHER S 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS. CONGOLESE AGREED TO ALL POINTS AND 
RAISED NO SUBSTANTIVE ISSUE OF THEIR OWN. THEY AGREED 

TO DRAFT COMMUNIQUE PRESENTED BY US SIDE WITH ONLY MINOR 
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MODIFICATIONS. 

3. TEXT OF COMMUNIQUE TO BE RELEASED SIMULTANEOUSLY 
IN BOTH CAPITALS JUNE 15 FOLLOWS: 

BEGIN TEXT 
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AN AMERICAN DELEGATION LED BY THE ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR AFRICAN AFFAIRS, WILLIAM E. 
SCHAUFELE, JR., AND A CONGOLESE DELEGATION LED BY 
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND COOPERATION, THEOPHILE 
OBENGA, MET IN BONN, THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY, 

ON JUNE 6, 1977. AS A RESULT OF THIS MEETING, THE 
GOVERNMENTS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE 
PEOPLE S REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO HAVE AGREED TO PUT AN 
END TO THE SUSPENSION OF THEIR DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS 
AS OF JUNE 7, 1977, AND TO REOPEN THEIR EMBASSIES IN 
BRAZZAVILLE AND WASHINGTON. 

THE TWO GOVERNMENTS EXPRESS THEIR HOPE THAT THIS 
STEP WILL STRENGTHEN RELATIONS BETWEEN THEIR COUNTRIES 
AND CONTRIBUTE SUBSTANTIALLY TO BETTERING THEIR MUTUAL 
UNDERSTANDING AND COOPERATION BASED ON THE PRINCIPLES 
OF RECIPROCAL RESPECT, SOVEREIGN EQUALITY, AND NON- 
INTERFERENCE IN INTERNAL AFFAIRS. IN THIS CONNECTION, 

THE TWO GOVERNMENTS REAFFIRM THEIR ADHERENCE TO THE 
PRINCIPLES OF INTERNATIONAL LAW, AND, IN PARTICULAR, 

TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE VIENNA CONVENTION ON DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS. 

END TEXT 

4. IN ADDITION, TWO SIDES AGREED TO GIVE STATEMENT TO 
PRESS WHICH FRG FOREIGN MINISTRY WILL RELEASE 
TODAY. TEXT FOLLOWS. 
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BEGIN TEXT 

AN AMERICAN DELEGATION LED BY ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
OF STATE FOR AFRICAN AFFAIRS, WILLIAM E. SCHAUFELE, 

JR., AND A CONGOLESE DELEGATION LED BY THE MINISTER 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND COOPERATION OF THE PEOPLE'S 
REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO MET JUNE 6, 1977, IN BONN. THE 
DISCUSSION TOOK PLACE IN AN ATMOSPHERE OF FRANKNESS 
AND MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING. 

THE TWO DELEGATIONS THANK THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY FOR ITS KIND HOSPITALITY. 

END TEXT 

5. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH THEY HAD NO SUBSTANTIVE POINTS 
TO RAISE CONGOLESE EVIDENTLY NOT WILLING TO AUTHORIZE 
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RELEASE OF JOINT COMMUNIQUE ENDING SUSPENSION OF 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS FOR TWO REASONS: 

1) THEY PREFER IT TO EMANATE FROM BRAZZAVILLE AND 
WASHINGTON RATHER THAN THIRD CAPITAL; 

2) THE NEED FOR OBENGA, ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT SAY 
SO DIRECTLY, TO ASSOCIATE HIS GOVERNMENT AND PARTY 
LEADERSHIP WITH TEXT WHEN HE RETURNS TO BRAZZAVILLE. 

6. ALTHOUGH IN HIS REMARKS OBENGA SEVERAL TIMES ALLUDED 
TO "ECONOMIC, SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL COOPERATION," 
NO DIRECT STATEMENT ABOUT US ASSISTANCE WAS MADE. 

7. LATER GERMANS TOLD US THAT CONGOLESE INDICATED THEY 
WANTED FIRST CONTACTS WITH US TO BE POLITICAL. ECON- 
OMIC QUESTIONS WOULD BE TAKEN UP LATER. 
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8. FURTHER CONTACTS, IF NECESSARY, CAN BE MADE THROUGH 
CONGOLESE MISSION TO UN, GERMAN EMBASSY IN BRAZZAVILLE 
OR AMERICAN EMBASSY KINSHASA. 

CASH 
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